Pseudomonic acid, a new antibiotic for topical therapy.
Pseudomonic acid, a new wide-spectrum antimicrobial agent, was evaluated as a 2% formulation in a cream. Animal studies showed that this formulation was just capable of penetrating the skin. When administered parenterally to animals, pseudomonic acid was converted to inactive metabolites that were quickly eliminated from the body. When pseudomonic acid was applied as a cream to human skin, no sensitization was observed. In an open clinical study, sixty-eight patients with skin infections (mostly superficial conditions such as impetigo, infected eczema, folliculitis, or balanitis) applied pseudomonic acid cream three times a day for 5 days. In fifty patients the infections completely cleared within 2 days of the end of therapy, and considerable clinical improvement was noted in sixteen more. One patient stopped the treatment prematurely due to local burning pain, and one patient could not be evaluated clinically.